Fall 2019 | GEOL 0093 | Geology and Cinema
Professor: Ryan Kerrigan
Office: Krebs 227A
E-mail: kerrigan@pitt.edu
Class time:

Office Hours:
Office Phone: (814) 269-2942
Class Room: Krebs 220

Welcome to Geology and Cinema!
How does Hollywood get science so bad? It’s probably because actual science can be less
dramatic and more tedious. This course explores Hollywood’s depiction of science, especially natural
disasters, and the liberties they take. Lecture will introduce topics and explain the foundations of the
scientific principles that help us understand how our Earth works. Lab meetings consist of viewing
various natural disaster movies followed by a post-movie discussion of the accuracies and inaccuracies
depicted in the movie. This course provide a fun way to learn more about science by breaking down the
poor, glamorized science depicted in movies.
Goals and Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will have:
- An understanding of basic geologic principles.
- An understanding of natural hazards and the realistic related dangers.
- An ability to critically analyze representations of geologic phenomena.
- An understanding of policy issues related to the funding of natural hazards mitigation.
COURSE RESOURCES AND RULES
Text (required): Essential Geology (6th Edition), 2011, Jordan, T.H. and Grotzinger, J., W.H. Freeman
Publishing, p. 576, ISBN-13: 978-1429255240, ISBN-10: 1429255242. You can find this online for as low
as $35 used, $55 new on Amazon. Additionally, I have asked the library to have a copy on reserve. You
will complete assignments using it and I will refer to its contents in lecture frequently. This is the same
text used for GEOL 0015 Physical Geology.
Web-material: Most (not all) class materials (schedule, power points, study guides, etc.) will be posted on
CourseWeb for your convenience.
Electronics: Electronics are PROHIBITED in lectures; no computers, ipads, phones, music players,
beepers, pagers, etc. Please turn them off and put them away. Please do not make me have to remind you.
Clean-up: Please don’t make a mess, but if you choose to make a mess, please clean up after yourself.
Safety: Use your brain, do not do anything that would endanger yourself or your classmates.
Special Needs Students: Students with documented disabilities who need course adaptations or
accommodations, have emergency medical information to share with me, or require special arrangements
for building evacuation, should contact me after class within the first two weeks of class. I'm here to help.
Academic Integrity: Although there will be opportunities for group work in this course, all students are
responsible for understanding the material and should indicate with whom they collaborated on any
assignment. Group work does not mean that one person does all the work and everyone else puts their name

on it…this is considered cheating. Students should not: claim other’s ideas as their own, turn in other’s
work as their own, copy sources without proper citation (plagiarism), allow others to take their work or
ideas, or pass off past projects as original work. If you have questions about academic honesty, see the
instructor or refer to the document “Academic Integrity at the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.”
(http://www.upj.pitt.edu/en/academics/academic-affairs/academic-advising/academic-integrity/). Anyone
found to be in violation of the Pitt-Johnstown standards for academic integrity will fail the course. We will
cover scientific ethics in this course, until then use your brain.
Accommodations: If you have a disability for which you are, or may be, requesting an accommodation,
you are encouraged to contact both the instructor and the Office of Health and Wellness (G-10 Student
Union Building, 814-269-7119) to schedule an appointment as early as possible in the term. The Office of
Health and Wellness will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.
Late Work: Any work not received by the due date and time will have points deducted, except when preexcused by the instructor (which will require documentation). Up to 10% of the total possible points will
be deducted each day late (this includes weekends and holidays). No work will be accepted after the last
day of classes.
Outside Resources: Perhaps there are questions that I cannot answer, or issues you feel you cannot discuss
with me, UPJ has outlets these issues. Dawn Beam, the division administrative assistant, is a wealth of
knowledge about random stuff. If you have a problem me or a problem you don’t feel comfortable talking
to me about please see: Chris Coughenour, the Senior Geology Professor and Steve Stern, the Natural
Science Division Chair; they are my bosses.
EVALUATION
1. Quizzes:
There will be five quizzes during the semester, four during regular class meetings and a fifth quiz on the
final day of class (or during finals week—your choice). All are multiple choice. The four in-class quizzes
will be no longer than 30 minutes and will cover only material introduced after the prior quiz. The final
quiz is one-hour long and will have comprehensive questions regarding the primary themes and concepts
of the class. In terms of computing your grade, it is equal to two in-class quizzes. Otherwise, all quizzes are
equal in value.
2. Discussion Sessions:
After each movie viewing students are expected to engage in a class discussion of the science presented in
the film. Students are expected to take notes during the film, noting the scientific principles presented in
the film. During the discussion we will break down some of the flaws and the accuracy of the science within
the context of the science discussed in lecture. Participation in discussions makes attendance paramount.
Documented absences will be allowed if discussed with the Professor beforehand and alternate assignments
will be provided
3. Movie Critique:
As an expert in Geology, you have been asked by a famous Hollywood producer to re-make a Hollywood
disaster movie. This project involves a thorough critique of the original movie and a description of how you
would improve the movie using the scientific knowledge you’ve gained in class. You can pick any movie
or documentary that involves natural disasters (ask me for suggestions) except for those watched in class.
There will be a series of assignments throughout the semester to ensure progress is continual: more
information will be given at a later date as to the exact nature of each assignment.






ASSESSMENT
50%
Quizzes
20%
Discussion Sessions
30%
Movie Critique
Standard grade cut-off apply (100-96.6 =A+, 96.6-93.3=A, 93.3-90=A-, etc)
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

